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IMPORTANT PHONE 
NUMBERS 

SHA MAIN LINE 
413-787-6707 

 
SHA ATTENDANCE 

LINE 
413-787-6814 

SHA MISSION STATEMENT 

Springfield Honors Academy develops 

the intellectual curiosity and 

emotional maturity of every member 

of its student body. We are committed 

to providing our students a safe 

environment in which they can 

advance their scholarship and realize 

their greatest potential. To that end, 

our students will gain admission into, 

find success within, and ultimately 

graduate from competitive four-year 

colleges, ready to achieve and 

contribute greatly to the world in 

which they live. 

Dear Students and Families of Springfield Honors Academy, 
 
After many months of dreaming, planning and designing, we are now 
officially “READY”!  

Ready to guide you towards unlocking your greatest potential. 
Ready to support you as you take your education to the next level. 

Ready to help you make your mark on this world. 
 
Beginnings can be so exciting, and also so hard. We are working 
around the clock to ensure that our systems for running a successful 
high school program are operating at their best. And you, the 
students, may find yourselves working around the clock to meet with 
the new demands of an honors curriculum. In good time, these 
things will become more natural to us all and we will be the better 
for having these hard-earned days. Thank you for your continued 
support and patience as we work together to lift our academy, and 
ourselves, to the highest of heights. 
 
This is the inaugural issue of The Globe, a monthly newsletter from 
SHA, which will keep our school community well-informed on 
academy events, classroom happenings, college “know-how”, and 
also give us the opportunity to highlight student achievements and 
staff news.  
 
Ms. Cooper, our Assistant Principal, and myself are looking forward 
to meeting families at our Open House event on Wednesday, 
September 13th from 5-7pm here on the Third Floor of the High 
School of Commerce. We will release a Parent/Student Handbook 
that week, and copies will be available that evening for families. All 
our expected to sign a compact that the handbook has been read 
and understood by Friday, September 15th. Thank you in advance for 
your assistance with this important task.  
 
Please take note of the academy’s new phone number – 
413.787.6814 – and do not hesitate to contact us at any time with 
your suggestions, questions, or concerns.  

 
Vestri Optimus Pro Mundo. Be Your Best for the World.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Howard-Donlin, Principal & Ms. Cooper, Assistant Principal 

 



MEET YOUR FACULTY 

Margaret Hersey 
English Teacher / Demystification of the   
Arts Instructor 

herseym@springfieldpublicschools.com 
 
I’d like to share a little bit about myself. I began 

my career in education in the Worcester Public 
School system, the district I grew up in. In a lot of 
ways it was the perfect place for me to start, but as 
time went on I started to wonder what else was out 
there for me as a teacher.  

I am passionate about literature and I believe 
with my whole heart that learning from the words 
of others makes us kinder and more compassionate 
people. I also know that an education is about much 
more than the academic content. Teaching students 
to hold themselves to high standards and dream big 
is what I am all about. To get there they will need 
unified support. This year I hope to work closely 
with you to create that support system. Please do not 
hesitate to reach out anytime with concerns or 
feedback. 

 

Ian Howes 
Biology Teacher 

howesi@springfieldpublicschools.com 
 
It is my absolute pleasure to introduce myself, Ian 

Howes, as the biology teacher at the Springfield 
Honors Academy. My goal as a biology teacher is to 
bring your child’s attention to the fundamental, yet 
most essential wonders of the world. As the 
generation dependent on solving the future’s 
biggest challenges, my course should prepare 
students for crucial careers in the field of science and 
medicine and spark an interest in the many avenues 
that STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
math) creates. The course encompasses many units 
including cells, ecology, genetics, and human body 
systems.  

I will sometimes go off the beaten path and host 
team-building activities, watch documentaries, and 
venture on field trips to teach all things science. This 
course should be informative, but most importantly 
memorable. I thank you for empowering your child 
to grow with us and I have nothing but the most 
positive expectations. Please feel free to contact me 
at any point within the year regarding any concerns 
or just to say hello. 

 
 

Anjali Martins 
Mathematics (Algebra, Advanced Integrated 

Geometry) Teacher 

martinsa@springfieldpublicschools.com 
 
Hello! My name is Mrs. Martins and I am very 

excited to be your student’s Mathematics teacher for 
this year. A little about myself, my husband and I 
grew up in India and since then we have lived in 5 
different countries during our adult life. I am 
married with 2 kids (12yr old boy and 8yr old girl). 
I have more than a decade of work experience in 
Institutional Banking. I have recently made a career 
shift into Education and for this I went back to 
Graduate School to get a Master’s Degree in 
Teaching. Prior to this I obtained an Undergrad in 
Mathematics as well as a Post-Graduate Diploma in 
Human Resources.  

I am not only passionate about my subject matter; 
but also about helping my students appreciate the 
power of Mathematics as they grow into happy and 
confident young adults. My classroom is going to be 
a place where students feel comfortable to ask 
questions and challenge themselves as well as their 
colleagues. Please do not hesitate to communicate 
with me via email. 

 

Lance Piantaggini 
Latin Teacher 

piantagginil@springfieldpublicschools.com 
 
My name is Mr. Piantaggini. I’m usually called 

“Mr. P,” or “Master P” which is just great! I live in 
Northampton with my wife. We don’t have kids, but 
as a teacher I sometimes feel like I do have kids—a 
lot of them—and we all seem to grow as a family 
throughout the year. 

I love languages, and have spent a considerable 
amount of time studying how humans acquire them, 
learning strategies to facilitate acquisition for all 
students in the classroom. I consider myself a lifelong 

learner, and feel comfortable communicating in 
other languages even though I use non-native-like 
words and phrases. It’s important to note that your 
child should feel just as comfortable communicating 
in Latin. I do everything I can to make the learning 
environment a safe place in which to communicate 
in Latin comfortably. My class is always open to 
visitors, so come by the school, check in at the office 
at the top of the stairs, and feel free to join class to 
experience it firsthand. 
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MEET YOUR FACULTY (CON’T,) 

Sara Runkle 
Wellness Teacher/School Counselor 

runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com 
 

I am pleased to serve your student in the 
dual capacity of Wellness Teacher and School 
Counselor. An integral component of the 
Wellness class will be studying the 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective Teens. We will be learning how 
to build lives that are happy and successful, and, 
as the Springfield Honors Academy motto states 
“be the best for the world.”  Students will receive 
the text and a workbook. I encourage you to take 
a look at the book and ask your student about 
what they are learning.  

These are timeless lessons that can benefit us 
all in our individual, professional, and family 
lives.  If you would like to learn along with us the 
Springfield Public Libraries carry the 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective Teens in English, Spanish, in 
paperback, ebook, and audio book. 
 

 

 

 

 

James Ryan 
History Teacher / World Scholar  
Seminar Instructor/Service Learning Lead 

ryanj@springfieldpublicschools.com 
 

I recently graduated from the University of 
Massachusetts -Amherst with a Master of Education 
through the 180 Days in Springfield program.  I have 
had a great time living and teaching in Springfield 
so far, and I am excited to continue my career at the 
Academy.   

Prior to becoming a full-time teacher, I spent 
several years in the political/governmental sector, 
serving as a campaign strategist, public official, and 
moonlighting journalist.  I have also had the 
pleasure of teaching part-time in the Lompoc, Santa 
Barbara, and Mt. Diablo Unified school districts of 
California, as well as some stints as an instructor at 
Diablo Valley College.  Suffice to say, I am excited to 
bring these experiences to the classroom, and inspire 
students to become the informed and engaged 
citizens the future will need. If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns, let me know and 
I would be more than happy to speak with you. 
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“Developing strong connections to home – grounded in an understanding of the values that our families place on 

their children’s education -  will be central to the success of our school.  

Parents/Guardians entrust their young adults to our care and our mission; it is our goal to be inclusive of our 

parent/guardian base, keep clear, open channels of communication, and build a trusting relationship from which 

both home and school will benefit.” 

Taken from the 2017 SHA PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK, section ‘Culture Norms: Family and Community Interactions’ 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT SHA DATES 

 

SHA invites You to join us for  

OPEN HOUSE  

TUESDAY, September 13th  

5:00pm-7:00pm 

Meet the SHA Team, Pick up your 

Parent-Student Handbook at this event! 

COLLEGE 

CORNER 

October is 

COLLEGE AWARENESS 

MONTH! 

This is a district-wide 

initiative to expose 

students to college fairs, 

admission information, 

financial aid information, 

scholarship applications, 

etc. 

 

Here at SHA, we have a 

college readiness bulletin 

board that highlights 

study habits that students 

can begin now that will 

support their success in 

college. 

 

All SHA students are also 

being introduced to 

Steven Covey’s Seven 

Habits of Highly Effective 

People in their Wellness 

class. 

 

We encourage 

opportunities for 

extracurricular activities 

to help our students stand 

apart from other college 

applicants. 

 

Freshman year is NOT too 

early to plan for their 

academic future! 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Western New England University is proud to be 

hosting the NEACAC (New England Association for 

College Admission Counseling) College Fair scheduled 

for Sunday, September 10, 2017.  

The fair will be held from 2:00-4:00pm in the 

Alumni Healthful Living Center. It will be preceded by 

an Admissions and Financial Aid Information Session 

from 1:00-1:45pm. 

SHA students interested in earning merits for 

attending this event can pick up an Event Passport in 

the SHA Main Office on 9/7 or 9/8. 
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RESOURCES FOR STUDENT SUCCESS! 
Dear Families, 

 

Welcome to the Springfield Honors academy family!   My name is Sara Runkle and I am the School Counselor for 

Springfield Honors Academy. I am thrilled to be part of the founding Springfield Honors Academy and look forward 

to getting to know each of our students and each of our students’ families.  

  

I have been a School Counselor for ten years with the last six years in Springfield. I am passionate about school 

counseling and dedicated to my work. For my education, I received my Masters Degree from Springfield College 

and my Bachelors Degree from Minnesota State University at Mankato. The only thing I love more than being a 

School Counselor is my family.  I am a mother of two boys, Owen age 13, and Julian age 7, as well as a dog (Millie) 

and two cats (Chester and Zahboo). You will likely hear stories about all of them. My favorite way to spend my time 

is with my husband and my sons playing games, reading, and being in nature.  

 

As a School Counselor, my primary responsibility is to promote the academic, career, and social/emotional 

development of all students.  Sometimes when the term “counselor” is heard, many people think I work with only a 

select few students in a 1:1 counseling, or I only work with someone when something is “wrong” but that is not true! 

School Counseling programs are for all students. I help all students become their best selves and be ready for a 

happy, productive, and successful future. I will be meeting with students individually and in small groups, 

conducting classroom lessons, meeting with parents, collaborating with teachers and staff, and consulting with 

community organizations to benefit and meet the needs of all Springfield Honors Academy students. I am 

especially excited to be teaching our Wellness class!  

 

My work depends on a successful partnership with you. Please don’t hesitate to reach out. My contact information 

is below. Because I will be teaching and running groups I may not be immediately available by phone but I will 

return your call within twenty-four hours. Email will very likely be the fastest way to contact me. Feel free to request 

that I either email or call you in return. I look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Stay tuned! In the first couple months of school you will receive more information on the following: 

 Parent Survey-you will receive a parent survey from me. This survey helps me get to know students and 

families. It also guides the topics of groups and lessons offered through the year.  

 School Counseling Advisory Board-I will also be looking for a few parents to serve on the School Counseling 

Advisory Board. This board will meet two times during the year with the purpose of supporting the School 

Counseling program at Springfield Honors Academy. 

 Wellness Class-as detailed in the “Meet Your Faculty” section. 

 Parent events-during the school year I will host a few events for parents. The topics of these events will be 

largely determined by your survey but will likely cover an introduction to college planning and the 7 Habits 

of Highly Effective Teens.  

 

 

I am so excited to work with your children and get to know you throughout the school year!  

 

All the best, 
Sara Runkle 

School Counselor 

runkles@springfieldpublicschools.com 
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